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(5)    Hijab (Seclusion):

Yet another important preventive measure adopted by the
Islamic legal system for preventing the crime of fornication is hijab
or seclusion.

The Qur'an says:

"0 ye, wives of the Prophet! Ye are not like any other
women. If ye keep your duty (to Allah) then be not
soft of speech, lest he in whose heart is a disease aspire
(to you), but utter customary speech.84

The rule in this verse is addressed to the wives of the Prophet
but still is meant for all Muslim women in order to give life to the
women folk and to promote purity of heart and chastity of the sexes.
They are not forbidden to speak to men but as a safeguard to all
possible inclinations of the heart and to evil thought, they are asked
not to indulge in soft and anonnous conversation with the opposite
sex, who is stranger.

At another place, the Qur'an addressed the Prophet of Islam
in the following manner:

"O Prophet! Tell thy wives and thy daughters and the
women of the believers to draw their cloaks close
round them (when they go out). That will be better,
so that they may be recognized and not annoyed. Allah
is ever forgiving. Merciful.85

The Arabic word' Yudhneen' derived from Idhna'at literally
means "to keep a part of the chadcr (covering cloth) over one's
body. The Urdu word 'ghunghaf is akin to this term. The meaning
conveyed in this passage is to cover the face. (No matter in what
manner it is). The advantage is said to be that such Muslim women
would be easily recognized as being modest and respectful and may
not be teased by the eves'-teasers.

84.     Qur'an 33:32.
85.     Qur'an 33:59.